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FOR A NEW COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 


Since the death of the German Communist Party and the rise to 
power of the Nazis in Germany, it has become patent to all that the 
Communist Internetionel is dead end that the Left Opposition must 
take the initiative of building @ new Communist International based 
upon the figst four Congress of the Communist International end upon 
the eleven points of the Preconference theses of the Left Onrosition. 
A Communist International thet can organize only disasters ei.d de- 
bacles cen only be pushed aside es a worthless corpse. The Inter- 
national of Stalin is dead. It has had its August 4th in Germany. 
Long live the new Communist International of Lenin and Trotsky! 


The whole course of events makes the new policy of the Left 
Opposition extremely timely and necessary. Our orientation towerds 
all honest elements who are really moving to the left in these days 
of collapse of both the Socialist and Communist Internationels and 
in the period of the bankruptcy of capitalism, will enable these 
elements all the more to reach the objective, Communism. On our 
pert supported by the progrem of Marxism-Leninism, with the experi- 
ence of the Left Ovposition behind us, end the leedership of Com- 
rade Trotsky, we have the best querantees that we will not succumb 
to opportunist tendencies, but we will really build en international 
capable of doing the job of ushering in socialism throughout the 
world. 


The creation of a new Communist International and new Communist 
Parties throughout the workd is the best way to defand the Soviet 
Union, which in spite of #11 of thé degeneracy of the Stalinist 
bureaucracy still remains « workers state, The Dictetorship of the 
nroletariat within Russia had given way to a dictatorship of Stalin- 
ist buresucrecy over the proletariet, but a dictatorsnip still 
operating within the framework of & workers state. It might heve 
been possible to declare two years ago that there was @ Communist 
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Perty in the Soviet Union. But tudey it is impossible to ©: y so any 
longer. The Communist Perty of the Soviet nina has been killed by 
26 burecucretic centriem of Staiiniex. To seve the' Soviet, Uaion, to 

sg¢instell the dictatorship of tne voroletariat we must build a new 
seclshevik Party within the Soviet Unioh. 


To build a new Communist International is a tremendous task. 
The Communist League of Strugghe does not shrink from perticipating 
zn this tremendous task. One of the psychologicel sources of oppor- 
vVunism is the fear of great tasks,thet is the lack of faith in revo- 
jutionary possibilities. It has been the aim of our organization all 
along ruthlessly to eredicete any sah fears within our ranks. All 
elong we have fought for the independent activity of the Left Oppo- 
sition, even when it opereted as a faction of the Comintem and when 
cur aim was to reform the Communist Party. It was precisely in this 
réspect thet we differed from other Communists whoedhered to the 
views of the Left Ovnosition. The Communist League of Str le is 


Well prepered by its past to teke the present step “orwerd. 


We are printing below a joint Manifesto of great imvortance to 
all revolutionary workers throughout the world. This Menifesto is 
signed by the Secretariat of the International Lef*% Opposition, by 
the Socialist Labor Party of Germany, by the Revoiutionery Socialist 
Party of Hollend and by the Independené Socielist Party of Holland. 
To this Manifesto the Communist League of Struggle earnestly sub- 
scribes. 


Joint Declaration 


The undersigned organizations, with full appreciation of the 
historic responsibilities which weigh upon them, heve agreed %o 
unite their efforts in order to work in cammon for the regener-tion 
of the revolutionery protetearien movement on an international scale. 
At the base of their activity they pleccthe following principles: 

1. The fatal crisis of imperizlist capitalism, which has texen 
the ground eway from reformism (social-democracy, the Second Inter- 
national the reformist trede union bureaucracy) imperiously places 
before us the tesk of bresking with reformist policies, and oF pute 
tingon the order of the dey the revclutionery struggle for tne con- 
quest of power end for the instellaticon of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat as the only way for the transformation of sepitalist 
society into socialist society. 

2. The task of the proleterian revolution in its very essence, 
has an internationel charector. The revolutionsry pert of the pro- 
letariat hes, however, for its tesk, in each country where the his- 
toric conditions ere ripe, to lesd the working cisss to the struggle 
for power. But the proleteriet can construct en szcomplished sociel- 
ist society only on the besis ofthe intern-iionel division of lebor 
end of an internstionel colleboration. The sigtzivries therefore 
resolutely rejest the theory cf "Socielism in One Uountry" which seps 
the very foundetions of proleterien interns tioneiisn, 

3. The Third Internetional, heving erisen from the revolution 
of October, which vosed the fundemente: principles of revolutionery 
politics in the epoch of imperislism end Rexe vo the world prule-~ 
tariat the first lessons of revolutionercy etecuggle for power, fell 
victim to its servile dependence t» tne Beeiat burerucracy which de- 
genereted in the spirit of netionalism end of centrism. 
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4. The offensive of fascism in Germeny placed the organizetions 
of the working class before the deciséte proff. Social-democracy once 
againga confirmed the judgment that Rosa Luxemburg had given it. It 
Jhowed itself to be but a stinking corpse. To overcome the orgeni- 
zations, the iddes and methods of reformism is one of the indispens- 
adle conditions for the victory of the working class over capitalism. 

5. The events in Germany have unveiled with equal force the de- 
basement of the third international. This is the result of the radi- 
sally false policy of the Stalinist bureeucracy. The decisive in- 
*luence of this bureaucracy upon the Communist Internationel has hed fr 
for its effect that the Communist Internetionel, crlled to ewaken rey- 
giutionary forces throughout the entire world has become more end more 
-n obstacle for the world revolutionary movement. In the conditions 
thus created by the paiitics of the Communist International, reformism 
was everywhere bolstered up and a frightful paralysis of ection was 
provokeé in the working class. 

6. The condition of world cepitelism, the unberrable crisis 
Which throuws the masses of people into en unpresedented misery, the 
revolutionary movements of the oppressed colonial masses, the world 
danger of fascism, the perspective of a new sycle of wars threstenins 
the destruction of the entire human civilization--such are the con- 
ditions which imperiously demand the reassembling of the proletarian 
venguerd into a new international. The signatories bind themselves to 
bend 211 their energies to the end thet this international should be 
formed with the least possible delay upon the unshakable foundetions 
of the theoretical and strategicsl principles posed by Marx and by 
Lenin, 

7. Beady as they are to collaborate with all the organizetions, 
groups, fractions which evolve renlly from reformism or from burecu- 
cratic centrism (Stalinism) towards the policy of revolutionary 
Marxism thé undersigned at the same time declare that the new inter- 
national can not permit any toleration of reformism or centrism. he 
necessary unity of the working class can not be attained by a mixture 
of reformist andrevolutiénary conceptions, by an adaptetion to 
Stalinist politics, but only by surmounting the politics of the two 
bankrupt internationals. In order to live up to its tesks the new 
international can not tolerate eny deviation from tevoluti®nery 
principdes on the questions of insurrection, of the proleterisn dict- 
atorshin, of the Soviet form of the State, etc. 

8. The US.S.R. remeins even todey, by its sociel besos, “7 the 
dominant form of property, a proletarian Stete. The defence of the 
Soviet Union against imperirlism end counter revolution from within 
is inscribed on the banner of the new international es one of its 
most important tasks. 

It is precisely this revolutionery defence of the Soviet Union 
thet places an imperative duty upon us to free the revolutionery 
forces of the entire world from the pernicious influences of the 
Stalinist Comintern and to build a new Communist International. It is 
only by making the international workingmens orgenizetions completely 
indenendent of the Soviet bureaucracy and by pitilessly unmasking its 
false methods before the working clesses thet a victorious defence or 
the Soviet Union is possible. 

9. An indispensable condition for a fundamental development of 
the revolutionary proleterien perties on a national scele as well as 
on an internstional scale is the DEMOCRACY OF TH@ PARTY. Without the 
freedom of criticism, of election of functionaries from top to bottom, 
of control of the apparatus by the membership, there can not be a true 
revolutionary party. In choking internal democracy, bugesucretic 
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Stalinism has choked the Cemintern. 

The new international, as rell as the parties entering into its 
composition, will therefore heve t> construct all its internal life 
upon the esis of DEVOCRATIC CENYRALISM, 

10. The undersigned have agret&é to create a commission of re- 
presentatives of all the undersigned perties to the end: 

a) Blaboration of a programmatic manifesto, charter of the 
new international 
bv) Preparation of a study of the contemporaneous workers 
movement in all its orgenizetions and all its tendencies. ~ 
c) Elaboration of theses on e211 the fundamental questions 
of revolutionary strategy of the proletariat. 
ad) Permanent end systematic orgenizetion of the preparatory 
work for a new international; the transmission of the above mentioned 
materiel to all theorganizations and all the groups bound or sym- 
pathizing to the initiators of the conference for the purpose of a 
fundamental and general discossion of the principles of the new inter- 
national. 
Secretariat, International Left Opposition 
Socialist Lavor Party of Gemmany 
Revolutionery Socialist Party of Holland 
Independent Socialist Party of Holland 


THE CRISIS IN CUBA 


Muchadedm has been kicked out. De Cespedes has been kicked out. 
Grau San Martin is on the road to being kicked out. With lighten- 
ing speed the @uban Revolution Bas moved rapidly to the left. It has 
accomplished within the spece of a few weeks whet it took months and 
even years to accomplish in the Spanish revolution. Marx has well 
said revolutions are the locomotive of history. In the case of the 
Cuban Revolution it is a locomotive of the highest speed. 


The speed and violence of the Cuban Revolution is easily ex- 
plained by the class relations in Cuba. Once the terror of Mackado 
has eeen broken there exist no strong internal force cepnble enough 
to curb the masses. The United States(acting through Welles) to- 
gether with a section of the Cuban Bourgeotsie tried to set up 2 De 
Cespedes regime that in no way bettered Machado. However, De Cespe- 
des, reating entirely upon the.officers of the amy and the 
bourgeois S..S. and Cuben cliques, seen was ousted by the students 
and soldiers. 


On the surface of things it appears that the students and petty 
bourgeoisie are taking the leadership. But this is not really the _ 
foundation of the revolution. It was the general strike of tne worker= 
thet accomplished the overthrow of the Machado regime. And it is now 
that the workingcless is showing ever more plainly thet it and it 
elone must lead the revolution onwerd not only through the democratic 
stage but to the socialist stage, to the dictetorship of the prole- 
tariaet. 


The soldiers heve overthrown the officers. The officers are 
locked up in a hotel. They complain thrt discipline no longer exists 
in the army. New offieers are being seiecte: from the soldiezs them- 
selves (from the sargeants). But the soidiers ere irtimetely fs- 
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sociated with the masses of people. Greater and greater is the fre- 
<ernizetion between the soldiers and the masses. I+ is vrecisely 
this that marks the difference between the soldier and the policemen. 
tne soldier ean be won over. He comes from and is part of the 
reople. Not so the despicable, debased police. The revolutionaries 
=nstinetively understood this end have wrought great revenge upon 
the former Machadist police, who now hide in terror from the wrath 
of the people. 


Already there has taken place a differentiation of forces. 
There is no doubt that the ABC, the party of revolutionary republi- 
cans Will split into a right and a left wing. The right wing eal- 
ready showed some inclination to the De Cespedes regime. They want- 
eid a dictatorial regime controlled by the bourgeoisie and the big 
property interests. The left wmg wants a republic and immediate 
elections. There is no doubt also thet within this petty bourgeois i 
left wing there will take place a further differentistion, with a 
Still smeller wing allying itself for a time with the mass of workers 
end calling for some sort of social reforms for the hitherto neglect- 
ed and inarticulate toilers of G#ba. But this can come about only 
if the workingclass pressss forward its own demands and reises its 
own benner. 


The workers have already made great gains. The hitherto illegal 
trade unions have sprung into full life. The workers are accomplish- 
ing veritably miracles of organization. The union hells are armed 
with the guns seized in spite of the ABC. Great strikes have taken 
plece. The workers have improved their conditions enormously and 
their demands grow bolder and bolder. At every step the petty 
bourgeois regime shows its futility and helplessness in dealing with 
the workers. In the countryside the agrarian workers ere seizing 
the large estetes and taking the foodstuffs for their own use. 


The Cuban Revolution has already reached the position of ae dual 
power existing within the country. The governmental regime of itself 
can not control the situation. It must look to the trade unions where 
the real power resides. Unfortunately, es in Spain so in Cuba the 
trade unions ere infested wth anarcho syndicelists, who slry the 
game of the "radicel ABC and inform the workers thet they must not 
try to seize state power, that they must not take command of the 
Situation themselves but play a secondary role to the petty bour- 
geoisie. 


ae the light of the above situation what ere the taske of the x 
hour 

1. The slogan of Soviets mfst be raised and soviets must actually be 
set up. Of confrse we do not mean that the Russian word "Soviet! 

must necessarily be employed. What we do meamis thet the trede union 
must take the initiative to set up revolutionery Juntas made un of 
workers, peasants end soldiers deputies that will begin to take power 
in their wwn hands. It would be the greatest misteke for tne workers 
to delay in building up soviets. It wonddbe the greatest crime for 
the workers not to rely on their own forces but on such grouns as the 
phrasemongering students or petty bourgeois radicels of the ABC. 

2. The workers must begin to fight the sabotage of the sapitelists 
and property owners. Not only must they demend free elections but 
they must answer all the coutex revolutionary elements with tne 
slogan "Arm the people". The trede union members end other workers 
must be ermed. There must be © complete freternizetion of the trade 
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unions and the ermy. A new naticnal guard must be set un in which 
every worker must play an active part. Zvery toiler with e rifle. 
livery toiler registered in the national guard. The national guard 
under thedirect control of the soviets and trade unions. The national 
euard pakt electing its own officers. The old reguier army disbanded 
end fused with the national guerd. All those in the national guard 
paid the regulér trade union wages, this is the most important task 
cefore the Cuban working class et the present time. 

Z. The Cuben toilers and revolutionary Juntas must demand a vigorous 
~rosecution of the struggle egainst those still fighting the Revo- 
lution. The officers must all be arrested and severly punished for 
their rebellion. The property of all the former Machadistas and the 
other rebets must be seized and confiscated. The country estates 
must be taken and the demends of the agrarian toilers sctisfied. A 
whole program of agrarian reform must be laid out and carried out 
with the promptest despatch. 

4. The workers must begin to raisé demands in their own interests. 

It is not enough to fight for the eight hour day. Complete social 
insurance must be demanded, a social insurance that will guarentee 

to the workers a decent minimum stendard of living whether they are 
employed or ‘temporarily unemployed. The sabotage and lockouts of the 
employed or temporarily unemployed. The sabotage and lockouts of the 
employers must be met with the control by the workers over all pro- 
duction. 


There is no question but such a line of conduct must lead to 
American intervention. The United States can no more lose Cuba than 
Great Gritain ean lose Ireland or Japan Formosa. The situation that 
then shapes itself in Cuba is a sort of enlarged Paris Commune, 
Against the foreign intervention of Yankee Imperialism the workers 
will have to mobilize the whole available population. The petty bour- 
geoisie will try to selch from the battle; the bourgeoisie will go 
over to the side of the U.S. But the toilers of Cuba cen yet meke a 
prilliant fight of it. If a real netional guard has been formed and 
well armed, if the trade unions ceil all their men to the colors, she 
a real dictatorship of the proletariat is set up in the course of the 
fight, Yan#ee imperielism will have a had time. The Chinese workers 
in the Chepei district of Shanghai heve shown the world how difficult 
it wes for Jepanese imperielism to take a workingcless section. It 
would be the same in Habena. Not only in Habana but also in the in- 
terior the workers would be able to give a good account of them- 
selves. It would take more than the merines corps to subdue the 
4,000,000 thoroughly aroused Cubens. It would take the full strenghh 
of the whole U.S. Nationel Army and Navy as now constituted to carry 
on the fight 


The Cuban situation cen not be devorced from the masses in 
Mexico and Central and South America who look upon the "Prussian of 
the North" with the greatest hatred end bitterness. The Cuben toilers 
mey well cell on the Latin American people for helf in their hour of 
need. The invesion of Cuba can stir up a hornets nest thet may well 
make America think trice. We, the workers inside of the U.S. must 
redouble our efforts to support the Cuben revolution amd to defert 
the machinations of the US. government. Unfertunetely, far too 
little has been done by the radicel movement in this country as yet. 
It shows how much of imperialist beasts we still are. 
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In all of these struggles of course the essential need is a 
Party a Party and again a Party. It is impossible to expect any- 
thing from the Stalinists of Cube except the repetition of the same 
errors that brought the Chinese Revolution and the Germam revolu- 
tionary movement to disaster. The task of building a genuine 
Communist Party in Cube becomes one of extreerdinary difficulty. The 
views of the Left Opposition must be spread and a real Communist 
organization following the line of Lenin end Trotsky built up. 


The Cuban Crisis shows us that the absolute law of capitalism 
still remains the law of uneven development. In Aurope there has 
been the collepse of the revolutionary forces and the victory of 
Fascism. One might think that this wo&ld apply in a straight line 
all over the world. But as a matter of fact in other varts of the 
world there has been a movement of the masses to the left and the 
reactionary fofces have been overcome for the while. The outstand- 
ing example of this at present is Cuba. The Cuban masses show that 
the battle is not entirely one sided; that not aniy the forces of 
Fascism but the forces 6f the preletariat are girding themselves for 
the great international battle between Communism and Fascism that is 
now looming on the immediate horizon. 


THE STRIKE WAVE IN THE NEW DEAL 
by Sylvia Freeman 


EveryWhere we see a rapit spread of militant strike struggles 
and the movements of the masses gaining in momentum. Thousands of 
workers have been set into motion fighting egainst thé unbearable cor- 
ditions which are being intensified still further under Roosevelt's 
New Deal. Already the Monthly Lebor Review reports an increase of 
100% in the number of strikes in Mey over those in April, with 300% 
more workers involved. The mosé conservative comparisons indicate 
a tremendous upheav?el. From Fenuery to July, 1933, 552 strikes were 
reported by the Bureau of Labor Statisties as compared to 452 strikes 
for the same period of the preceding year. In fast, not since 1926 
have there been so many strikes reported for this period. In the 
period after the first blow in 1929 the workers were overwhelmed by 
the suddeness and intensity of the crisis. They were abandoned and 
left alone without an organized leadership. The result was e great 
drop in the number of strikes. But now we see the wrkers recovering 
and fighting back. This fact beers out Comrade Trotsky's prediction 
that it is possible that the workers womid begin to rise when there 
came @ temporary lull in the crisis. 


The bourgeois press recognizes the widespread increase and 
stetesthet “Labor Problems are Increasingly Irritating". The Daily 
News Record of the textile industry is annoyed to note that wherees 
in 1932 only 92 textile strikes were reported, already in August 1932 
the workers have participated in at least 175 textile strikes in all 
parts of the cophtry from Louisiana tou Vermont, Nov are these strikes 
movements of small groups only. It is true that lundreds of smell 
strikes have acted as sharp pin pricks in the hikes of boss class. 

But at the same time great masses of workers have begun to stir. We 
have already seen this yerr the Illinois strike of 60,000, the 
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iureckten and other shoe strikes of 50.C00, the strike of cleeners and 
e¥ees of 10,000, the strike uf Lh 000 agricultural laborera in Celi- 
fsrnia, the strike of 25,000 Jnderwear workers, end 10 900 neckwsar 
tevkers, the strike of 15.000 miners lead by the Progressive Miners 
vnion.e <A huge strike of printers is imminert. Compare with this =xus 
vrushing number the record of the past fuv years: 

STRIKES INVOLVING MORE THAN 109000 WORKERS (Bureau of Labor 


1926---2 Statistics) 
1927---2 

1928---4 

1929..--1 

1930---1 

1931---4 

1952----3 


Even the "small" strikes have amounted to XTHARAHOA 100,000 workers 
in New York City alone at one time. 


Many sections of the masses heve been drawn in. In St. Louis 
and Chicago the Negro women formed the sneerhead of the strike. In 
Monroe, Michigan, 1200 Negro and white workers of the Newton Steel 
Co., acting in the greatest solidarity, won their demands after a 
three day strike. In the Needle Trades strikes, women and youth made 
up a large number of the strikers. More than one&-fiftn of the work- 
ers in the clothing industry ere children under 16 yeers. Thus in 
June we saw the brave struggle of the child workers in Allentown, Pa. 
against the sweetshop conditions in the clothing industry. No part 
of the country remeins untouched. The strikes involve all leyers of 
society. Whereas in the first years of the crisis, 85% of the strikes 
took place in the needle, textile, building and mining industries, to- 
day every industry (except steel and building) is affected. In St. 
Louis 900 bargemen strike. 5000 fishermen in Seattle win their fight 
for higher wages. The cammery workers express their solidarity with 
10,000 fishermen in Astoria, Oregon, end strike in sympathy with them. 
Several thousand workers in the Vermont querries strike egeinst ware 
cuts. Doll workers, shoe workers, longshoremen, printers, unemployed, 
agricultural workers, miners,m™at metal workers--the strikes embrace 
all kinds of trades. Verious movements of the petty bourgeoisie and 
non-proleterian elements have occurred. All over the country the 
farmers' strikes have demonstrated the close connection between the 
agrerian and the industriel crisis. Movements of the home-owners, 
veterans, white-collar workers have been set in movion by the struggles 
of the proleteriet. 


It is important to note elso that many of these strikes cre spon- 
taneous in nature, brerking out from the increased misery and the de- 
veloning radicalizetion of the workers. The sectarianism of the TUUL 
resulting in its = isoletion from the broad streta of the workers, the 
inability of the Communists to penetrate the masses, or to hold and to 
educete the workers which are lead by them, has brought «bout en un- 
usuel growth of the independent union. The formetion of the Progres- 
sive Miners Union, the National Shoe Union, and hundreds of similar 
unions were formed, for one thing, because the Perty failed to root 
itself in the messes, basing itself rather upon “ peoer membership, on 
forming unions which were simply pitiful caricetures of 1%3e.f The 
failure of the Party to have a perspective t.; sce the rise of the wor- 
kers' struggles is another piece of demring evidence of the growing 
gap between the leedership and the masses. 


Despite the obstacles which stood in the way of the workers--the 
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snfluence of the FESO FmLSES ard, tne Avi. OT L., & Mase: Ul.cress oment, 
wee insignificance of the TUUL, the evan -breexing Tole “* *hne NRA, 
4a the illusions aviaase with Hoossvels’s oromive ef “bostter times 
#2e coming"-despite these we find @ geuwing strike movemsnt-vroed in 
scone, both as to industry end to locality. ‘wneiein lies the signifi- 
cence of this? In the fact thet they noint out to us the mess struggle 
aread and that they are the expression of the developing fighting spi- 
vit and desire for unity of the workers. 


an 


The growing radicalization of the workers has its foundetions in 
the structure of capitalism itself. 


First, in the past four yeers of the crisis there has been a 
steady battering down of the wezges of the workers, and increase in the 
sweatshop conditions and retionalization existing Ineindast ry. «1. .is 
well-known, for instance, thet during the crisis there hes been an in- 
crease of workers between the eges of 16 and 17 who work, in many places 
55 hours a week, for as little as $2 to $3. The Bureau of Labor Stat- 
istics admits thet there hes been an increese in low nzid piece work ese 
pecially where low paid workers (women, children, Negroes) are concern- 
ed. This is true not only in the industriel states, but also in the 
beet fields of the West where agriculture has taken on the espects of 
factory work. These conditions heve their repercussions in the desper- 
ate determinetion of the workers to fight, even when feced with the loss 
of their jobs. Improved technique in industry under capitalism ceuses 
both speed-up and increased unemployment. It is precisely in times of 
crises thet rationalization increeses. The American Wool and Cotton 
Renorter of September 7, 19233 states thet under the NIRA in order to 
pring ebout “lower payroll expenditure", the need for “efficient machin 
ery" mz is greater than ever. "Latest model, most productive machinery 
must be utilized now. Old obsolete equipment must be thrown out...And 
thet the industry is acting along this line is proven by the fact that 
all of the textile machinery builders are busy." The following teble 
from the Monthly Labor Review on the productivity of the workers is 
eloquent énough: 


1913--100 

 eereete 131.0 
1929 (peak year)------------- eee 1A. o 
1930------------~------ ~~~ -- === - 140.2 
1931----------~----~------ = = 146.8 


The table is substantiated by the reports from the workers themselves. 
A worker in the Piedmont Manufacturing Co.,runs 118 looms. Already he 
has had two nervous brerkdowns. This is cited as a typical cease. 


In the bituminous coal industry, an industry choked with its own 
contradictions--overcavacity, loss of markets to other fules, competi- 
tion, etc.---there hes been @ mad rece in technological improvements. 
In the Union Pacific Coal Co., mechanically loaded coel has increesed 
from 4% to 80% in one yeer. Machine cutters, mecnonized loaders, pow- 
er drills, liquid oxygen explosives ECs; inererse the productivity 
of the workers, Blut the elready erloeaed mersxet, end et the sane 
time throw out thousands of workers from thet. jobs. But within ‘the 
anarchy of the process awakens the conscicusness of tne worker, anxious 
to unite in his class fight. 


Second, prices have skyrocketed tremenduvsly in the past few month~ 
Every commodity shows a steep rise. Figures fur July and August would 
indicate e continued increese: 
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| Feb. 1933 Mav 1.933 Jane 1933 
Ferm products 40,9 ote r? Bax 
V'cods 53.7 5S.7 61.2 
Teather goods 68.0 76.9 82.4 
Textile products 51.2 soe 61.5 


The standard of living of the vorkers, already brought down by a whole 
series of wege cuts, juring four yeers of the crisis, is slashed still 
further by this inflationary policy of the Roosevelt regime. The ex- 
perience of the crisis is leading its treces on the masses in the form 
cf a growing radicalization. The ever increasing number of strikes 
indicate that the workers are beginning to answer the ettack ageinst 
their living standards; it shows the desire for unity and the growth of 
a fighting spirit on the part of the workers. 


Lastly, the nature of the Roosevelt regime must be consitered as a 
cause of the rising strike wage. "Economics end politics ere closely 
connected. This connection becomes esrecially evident in erochs as the 
present. There is not a single importent question of politic=l life 
which does not concern not onlythe labor party, but the trade union, and 
vice versa." This statement of the Third World Congress of the Commun- 
ist International is especially appliceble now, when, under the NRA 
every strike becomes a political struggle; when the workers must pre= 
sent his demands for higher wages, etc., to his boss who is in partner- 
ship with the stete. 


The illusions created by Roosevelt's ballyhoo are being gradually 
shattered, and his record seen es one ettack after another. At the ser 
time thet the government cries for e navy "second to none" and grents 
new subsidies to the capitalists, the workers have seen the xestablich- 
ment of a one dollar a day wege in the reforestation cemps. They fave 
seen the closing of the banks end the loss of their tiny savings. The 
$500,000,000 slash in the veterans' allowances and the 15% cut in the 
wages of the government employees have not slipped pest their eves. 

The sharvening of the international situation, tne deepening of the 
crisis at home, and the necessity of blocking the workers efforts 
against unemployment, wege-cuts, infletion and speed-up, has resulted 
in the introduction of the Nationel Industrial Recovery Act. 


The NIRA stands opposed to strikes ‘brazenly, without any subter- 
fuge. Yet at the same time th >t the MRA acts to breek strikes, we see 
the surge and swell of the workers' movements. At the time that the 
NRA seeks to outlaw strikes, generél strikes sre celled which unite 
the workers of an industry into a mighty force. The great mass pres- 
sure is all around us. Right now the time is ripe for pren«ring the 
workers to join hands in their struggles. Only the khvostis~ of the 
Party prevents a linking up of these general strikes into ore big gen- 
eral strike of limited durstion to force social end unemploj~ent insur- 
ance. We can have only contempt for a Party so bankrupt tat waen tne 
masses ere striking sponteneously, it can only limp @hind vainiy trying 
to breathe into itself the life and vigor of these strikes. We sry, 
unequivocally, thet the slogen of the generel strike of limited duret- 
ion is on the order of the day. The Cormunist Party is too lame to le”, 
the workers. The workers rush forward--over and past the Perty. 


The growing strike wave is evidence to the fact thet many of the 
workers look past the NRA in fighiing for conditions. The strike is 
their weapon for forcing demands frm vhe bosses' grip. Neverthele~ 
we must see that the vast majority of the workers still have illus: -- 
about the NRA. But in looking to the NRA the workers *re looking tc 
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the stete. They are becoming pciitical-minded. As the workers see 
“le whip léfted by the state acting for the bourgeoisie, as the 
yorkers see the gradual paralysis of their independent organizations, 
28 the smiling mask of the NRA is rippec away and its real fascist 
ature revealed, when the pretty soap bubbles vanish--then the econo- 
wie strikes will become political stri’zes. Then the strikes will be 
“lows ageinet the NRA which placed such heavy burdens on the working 
y3188e8. 


GERMAN PERSPECTIVES 
By Leon Tdotsky 


After a conflagration it is difficult to settle down again; it is 
still herder to determine your new path after a great politicel down- 
fall. A political party admits its defeat unwillingly, especially 
when-it is itself in great part responsible for that defeat. The 
greeter the defeat, the harder it is for the political mind to adjust 
itself, to espablish a new perspective in order to work out the diredt- 
ion and tempo for further activity. 


The history of wars and revolutionary struggles contains numbepus 
examples of unnecessary defeats that were caused by the leadership not 
recognizing the seriousness of a fundamental defeat, but instead try- 
ing to cover it with temnorery, futile attacks. In war new attacks 
often lead to the destruction of active military froces who have al- 
ready been demoralized from past failures. In the revolutionary 
struggle the most vigorous and eeger elements who have already been 
ral from the masses through past defeats, are sacrificed to adven- 

urism,. 


The decision and determination to carry through an atteck to the 
very end - the ability to recognize a defeat at the right time and to 
prepare the defense, these are two inseparable parts of * correct and 
mature strag@egy. Such a combination is seldom found. After every 
great defeat ef the Revolutién et least a part of the leadership con- 
tinued to cell for the attack in spite of the chenged situation. After 
the revolution of 1848 Marx and Engels cut themselves loose from those 
emigrants whe Looked uvon the defeat merely as an accidental episode. 
After the 1905 Revolution Lenin wes forced to break with those comrades 
who continued to cell for the armed unrising. The quality of the Marxist 
school of revolutionary realism consistw mainly in the ability to pre- 
pere for every turn of events. 


The present catastrophe in Germany is doubtless the most signifi- 
cant defeat in the history of the working class. There is a pressing 
need for a sharp shenge of stretegy but the Stalinist bureocrecy per- 
sists along the same course. It cells "defeatists" not those who 
brought Bbout the défeat, but those who from the established fact. of 
the defeat draw the necessary conclusions. The fight over the ner- 
spectives of the politicel develBpment cf Ge-mr= conteins extraordi- 
nary significance for the fate of Europ. aui the wicle world. 


In this connection wé may leave the Social Democracy aside. Its 
treachery doesn't even leave it the possibility of maneuvering for 
burocratic prestige. Its leaders never dared to dc that which they had 
planned. After losing their heads politically thsy are now mainly 
worried about saving them physicelly. They have prepared their dis- 
graceful defeat with their entire politicel course since the beginning 
of the Imperialist War. The attempt of the withering directorate to 
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rescue the party from abroad, is doored in advence: in the dangerous 
underground struggle no revolutionery will watn to work under the lead- 
ership of exposed benkrupts. Once aroused, the politicel mind in the 
ranks of the_Sociea Democracy will bresk new pathways. But for the tirs 
being this:imasic:of the future. 


Politicel interests now démand e free orientation to the Commmnist 
Party; As amass organization it is completely destroyed. Still the 
Central epperatus maintains itself, distributes illegal and emigrant 
literature, cells Anti-Fescist Corigresses and produces plans for the 
struggle sgeinst Nazi dictstorshin. All the crimes of the defeated 
staffs find an unriveled expression in this ennaratus. 


"The Fascists are kings for a day", writes the official orgen of 
the @omitern, "their victory is a short meesured one, and in its wake 
will follow the proletarien revolution - the struggle for the dicta- 
torship of the proletariat stands in Germany on the order of the day." 
Continually drawing back, giving up all positions, losing their own 
foll@wers - notwithstending e11 this the Apperatus aa nttaeee thet the 
Anti-Fascist weve is rising, that voices are being raised, thet it is 
necessary to prenare for the insurrection - if not tomorrow, in «a few 
months. By this ontimistic Phraseology the defeated leading staff en- 
courz:ges itself. The danger of this false optimism becomes 211 the 
greater the more the inner life of the Germen Proletariat is subrergséd 
in derkness. Neither fects nor statistics control the felse political 
conslusions or disturb the peace of the Stalinist burocracy. 


a sig 4.49. Sim aa RA 


For proof of their comforting prognosis the Stelirnists revly on 
the fect that Hitler "will not keep his promises". As if Mussolini 
hed to fulfill his fantastic progrem in order to meintain power for 
over ten yeers! The Revolution is no eutometic punishment of deceivers, 
but a compliceted phenomenon which comes about only through «he exist- 
ence of a series of definite historic conditions. We know them well 
enough: no wey out for and dismemberment of the ruling classes, re- 
bellion of the netit bourgeoisie which hes lostféith in the existing 
order, growing refelliousness on the nert of the workingcless, and less, 
a correct polécy of the revolutionary prrty - these are the necessary 
politicel prerequisites for the Revolution. Are they present? 

The possessing classes of Germany found themselves, during the lr.” 
year, in a condition of the sharpest dissension. Today they all sunpor 
even though with heavy herrts - Fascism. The antegonisms between 
agrarian and industriel elements, as well as between the different in- 
dustriel groups, is not settled; but it is a good exemple of the dic- 
tatorship which rules ali antagonisms. 


During the last period the Germa® petit bourgeoisie steemed like 
a kettle. But at the same time there wes an element of socifsl denger 
in the fact that it was demoniecally possessed of a spirit of nation- 
alism. Todey it has gethered itself around e regime thrt has risen on 
its beck; it is held in check by a military force which comes our of 
its very heart. The middle clesses sre to be the main mercenrries of 
the regime. The conclusion is clear: as fer es the great and petit 
bourgeoisis are concerned the preconditions for a revolutionrry out- 
burst on longer exist. 


In the case of the working class the setastrophe is no less signi- 
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ficant. In the course of a few months it showed itself, because of the 
blunders of the leedership, incompetent to defend its vnowerful legal 
position before the attack of the Counter-Revolution. Now, on the day 
efter the breakdown, it is still less ready for an attack on the power- 
ful legal position of National Smumitismx Socislism. The meterial end 
“oral factors have chrnged sharply, completely - end unfavorably - 

tne strength of the proletariet. Must one still prove this? The 
communist Mass Party is no longer in existence; its leadership is 
exiled, jailed or killed; and the Anprratus stifles ell criticism. 
Whet, therefore, does it mern that, "the struggle for the dictator- 
Bhip 66tthe proletariat is on the order of the day"? What can one 
understand here by the term "day"? 


It is not difficult to foresee the sincere as well as the ‘hypo- 
criticel"unmesking" of our pessimism: lack of faith in the creetive 
strength of the Revolution, etc. Cheap reproeches! We know es well as 
anybody that Fascism represents a historicelly lost cause. Its methods 
cen bring about only unstable results. One can overthrow dead clésses 
a@niy with the help of fouce. But the nroleteriet is the mein produc- 
tive force of society. For a time it c#n be defeated. Forever to 
ensleve it is impossible. Hitler promised to "trein" the workers. But 
he is forced to introduce a vedegogicel dexterity which is worthless 
even for the training of dogs. Ageinst the irreconcileble enmity of 
the workers Fascism will unevoid+bly break its head. But how end when? 
A generel historicel pvnersnective does not enswer the burning question 
on the political horizon: what are we to do now - and expecially what 
are we to discontinue doing - in order to prepsre and accelerate the 
smeshing of Netionel Socialism. 


Eounting upon the immediate revelutionary effect of Fescist re- 
pressions and meteriel privetions presents » very good exemple of 
vulg*r historicel materialism. Of course, "existence determines con- 
sciousness". But that does not -mean the mechrniceal and immediate de- 
pendence of the consciousness unon sunerficiel circumstances. Being 
chenges into consciousness following the laws of consciousness. 
Similar objective facts cen produce different, and often contradictory, 
results - devending upon genérel conditions end preceding events. So 
in the ourse of human development repressions often cell forth revo- 
lutionary uprisings. But efter a victory of the Counter-Revolution 
repressions oftem blow out the last flickering of protest. <A domestic 
crisés is cepable of accelerating the revolutionary explosién, and 
this has heppened in history more than once; but should it break out 
after a severe political defeat of the proletariet, then the crisis crn 
only strengthen the phenomen2 of decry. Concreéely expressed: we 
cannot expect immediate revolutionary conclusions for-.Gérmeny beceuse 
of the deepeniggend sharpening of the industfieal crisis. Indeed it 
cen give a longer 1if¥e and preponderence to the opportunist streems 
within the proleteriet. But after a long period of crisis and re- 
action the contradictions can mount to such a Konjunctur which will 
arouse the workers to action add push them on the road to struggle. We 
hold such a variant to be more likely from many points of view 


(To be continued ) 
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"HOT" and"COLD*®FASCISM 
by Albert Weisbord 


When most people conceive of frscism they conceive of it solely ix 
the italian style. There is a march on Rome, there is oven civil wew 
during which the fascists club, burn and mudéder their wey into power, 
etc. 1f this actuelly dia heppen in Itely this was due to the fact the 
the workers had already seized the factories but due to their blunders 
and immaturity had not been able to seizé and hold power. The resultx 
was that they were able to convulse and paralyze the country but not 
able to solve the problums before them. In such a period the bour- 
geoisie, white with feer and hysteria, are yet given the opportunity 
for mobilization of their forces and unificetion of their renks ageinst 
thethreat of the red terror. It was in such a hotbed of passions thet 
Faseism e la Mussolini wes born. 


However it would be a great mistake to conceive that Fascism must 
come about only in this way. The example of Germany shows us l. First, 
that the bourgeoisie does not have to wait until the workers are actueal- 
ly in mobitn. It is sufficient for fascism to rear its head if there 
is the DANGER of the workers actually seizing power, if there is the 
DANGER of a revolutionary situetion approaching. 2. Second, that if £& 
the situation warrents it, fascism can come not only from “below” ,not 
only through the mechanism of mass party, progren, street violence, etc 
but also from "above", from the gradual fascisation of goverrrent coin- 
ciding with the fascist movement from "below". It is this second method 
of bringing fascism into existence that we can contrast as "cold" fas- 
cism in opposition to the "hot" fascism in Italy. 


If we examine the European political situation as it is today, we 
can state it is the "céld" method of fascism that will appear everywher-. 
This has been true in regard to Austria. The Austrien situation differe 
radically from the German in this respect thet in Austrie the workers 
have not threatened to seize power. There has been no internal revolu- 
tionary situetion as there was in Germeny. The wrkers in Austria heve 
been thoroughly paralyzed by the opiates of the Socielist Party. Tne 
Communist Party had never been more than a ridiculous sect. Austria 
itself, bolstered up by the international bourgeoisie, a pawn in the 
struggle between Germeny and France, certainly had no fear of the prote- 
tarian dictetorship. Rote Wien was of thet pele yellow variety which 
is quite content with beer, pretzels, whinped cream end cooperative 
houses. Nevertheless the Nezis, torn es they heve been between their 
loyalties to the house of Hapsburg and the House of Hohenzollerns are 
making steady progress and Dollfuss represents thet ponapartist regime 
thet is prepering the wey for fescism "coldly", gradually. There is 
taking plece, as we heave shown in the last issue of the Glass Struggle, 
ax(see International Notes) a steady fascisetion of the Austrian regine. 
One thing is clear: Up to now we have believed that fascism comes evout 
because the workers within the country dare threstening to seize power. 
Austria shows us thet the threet need not be within the country; it is 
enough if the line-up between canital end lebor internetioneally is reech 
ing a crucial point for the countries which stand in the direct path of 
struggle and that represent weak links in the capitalist chain to turn 
to fascism. 


Let us summarize: In Italy fascism arose efter the workers took to 
the streets; in Germany it rose when there were only THREATENING to take 
to the streets; in Austria, when there was only the POSSIBILITY of such 
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action due to international events, but more immedietely due to the ne- 


cessity of fascism to clear the arena internetionally and to prepare — 
the attack sgainst the Soviet Union. In Germany and Austria, then, it 
was natural that "cold" fascism should play a considerable role. 


But fascism cannot rest with a conquest of Mittel Europa. It must 
begin to penetrate with its philosophy, the capitalist countries of the 
entire world. If it begins with agrerian second-rate countries, it soon 
continues with industriel countries (ccuntries defeated in the last wr 
world war) and will end up as @ force in the leeding industriel victor- 
ious imperialist powers of the earth. The twentieth century will wit- 
ness the titanic struggle of two vast political forces, fascism and 
communism for world supremacy. 


Already, even in England, we see the beginnings of fascism both 
from the "top" in thefom of the "national" government and from "below" 
in the formétion of fascist mass ~ovements. The great British General 
Strike of 1926 was a warning which the bourgeoisie never forgot of wr-* 
the labor movement in Great Britein could do. The mutiny in the fle-., 
the rising discontent, the disillusionment of the workers with capit-:- 
ist promises and the generel swing to the left (witness the atterpt o° 
the I.L.P. to join the Communist International.) are further signals 
which the ruling cless in the "tight little isles" are not ignoring. 


Not only in England but also in the United States we see the germs 
of fascism in the Roosevelt regime (esvecially illustrated in the.Na- 
tional Industrial Recovery Act} The NRA is not merely "accelerated 
Stete cavitalism". It is Staté capitelism with definite fascist forms. 
There has been a good deal of facillation in the ranks of the radical 
movemerit as to whether Roosevelt is actually moving in the direction of 
fascism. The Herbergs of the Lovestone group who know their Marxism as 
others memorize the multiplication table, believe thet fascism cannot 
arise without a strong labor movement threatening the capitelist class 
of thet country. Such a view gives the ~ost dangerous illusions to the 
working class and is based upon a totally false conception of the pre- 
sent situation in America and throughout the world. 


In the first place, the case of Austria shows thet we wut look at 
the international situation and not merely lir~it ourselves to the confin- 
es of one country alone. If the struggle internrtionally is reeching 
its highest pitth, if fascism in order to hurl itself ageinst interna- 
tional’ cémmunism must clear the hinterlend from all its enemies, then 
fescism may come about in a partiuler country, even though the workers 
are not threatening to take power there. It is characteristic of the 
Lovestonites that they view politics nationally only. 


In the second place, the e~ployers have learned something from th- 
struggles of the past. They will ~obilize their forces now without 
waiting for the workers to etterpt to seize power. They will mobilize 
their forces~even when there is the PROBABILITY or the DANGER thet the 
workers may rove to insurrection. x In the present tenseness of 
world reletionships, in the present period of sudden and violent econ.- 
mic and political fluctuations, the erploy®ers would be fools not to be 
prepared for any sudden political onslaught that ~ay affect their power. 


It is true thet fully developed fascism would not arise without the 
fear on the part of the ruling class that their vower would be lost. 
But~we have never said that Roosevelt represents fully developed fas- 
cism. We say that Roosevelt is laying the basis for Bonapartism on the 
road to fascism; that we have at present the signs of fascist tendencies 
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the germs of fascism. He who does not see this is either a fool or a 
knave. fertainly the Stalinites in the past have made a ridiculous 
caricature of political analysis. They have Called everybody indiscri- 
minately fascist. But the fact that Stalinism did not know the differ- 
ence between fascis~ and derocracy does not ~ean that when fascism is 
really on the way the true Communists should not issue the call of warn- 
ing in time. It is one thing to cry “wolf" when there is no wolf, it is 
another thing to cry wolf when the wolf is not yet in the fold but far 
off on the hilltop. It is too lete to declere, after fascism is elready 
here, that fascisry is here. In the present period of world effeirs es- 
pecially, it is our duty to get the scent of the adniwal when it is still 
far-off and to prepare to meet the wolf of fascism in time. In this we 
show that we do not kowtow to the events after they take place but know 
how to understand the laws of ~otion of capitalist society and to under- 
stand in' whet direction we are moving. 


The Lovestonites have no faith in the masses. They do not believ» 
that in America we heve the potentialities for deep-going and generel 
radicalization. They do not believe that America is at a greet turni-. 
point of its history, thet its politics are undergoing a "Europeeniz™ - 
tion" and that class lines are openly beginning to appear in the Are: :- 
can horizon. They do not understand that in the third decade of the 
20th century these cless lines will follow the battle line of either 
Fascism or Communism and that middle lineS will bé wiped out. Hand in 
hand with their feilure to see that the American masses are ewakening, 
that they fre moving in a collectivist spirit and that 19th century in- 
dividualism is more and more disappearing, hand in hand with their faile- 
ure to see the enormous revolutionary possibilities in the class rela- 
tiofiships in Aw~érica et present, goes the Lovestonite view that the 
germs of fascism will not appear in a situation where there are the po- 
tentialities for sudden and deep-going radicalization. 


It is for this reason too that the Lovestonites oppose our Slogan 
for a general strike of limited duration for sociel afid unemployre nt 
insurence as being premeture. They believe that the masses sre not 
ready for this slogan, thet the workers ere docile end servi: ond that 
America will get out of the crisis to rise to new peaks o2 “ee peramy 
never reached before. We, on the other hand, teke the compl2tely oppo- 
site position. To us there is a great potentiality of radicclization 
of the masses; in this period the slogan of a general strike to compel 
Congress to act would reet with great response; the erployers undérs- 
stand well the dangers of the present Situation for thew and are meet- 
ing-these dangers with the beginnings of fascism which alone can get 
them out of the world menace of Communism. 


Let us now wake a fintl suwmary: Where the workers heve struck 
there we have "hot" fasctsm (Italy); where the workers were preparing 
to strike we have the combination of "hot" and "cold" fascism (Germany 
and this~is true even though the struggle is not yet within thet cour- 
try but must involve that country (Austria). Where the workers are 
moving to the left and there is the possibility of the workers being 
radicalized suddenly and acting in their own behnlf. there we have the 
germs of fascism and fascist tendencies both from "above" through the 
beginnings of the fascisation of the~apparatus of government, and from 
"below" throttgh the foundation and emergence of ~ass fascist parties 
(England) America limping as ustlal after Bugland ehows the sexe ten- 
dencits but at present more from the top (Roosevelt) than from the 
bottom (khaki shirts, Ku Klux Klan, etoes 


— 
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Two National Conventions 
by Jack Bauer 


(Ed. Note: The presént article while signed by Comrade Bauer is the 
joint product of Comrade Weisbord and Comrade Bauer who were present 
at both conventions. ) 

Within the space of about a week two national lebor conferences 
were held : One at Cleveland (August 26-27) to Defend the Trade 
Unions and amther at Chicago (Sept.2-3) for the formation of a Labea 
Party. Both were ~iserable comic fiescos. In both cases there were 
the enxious littlé clicques, veguely sensing the coring of the cles 
storms around them peering out fro their resnective hiding places 
to see whether the working class wes there, hiding their disenpoint- 
ments with brave words and double-strength back-slzpping. 

I, The Cleveland Conference 


Here was a conference in which the Cor~unist Party and the Con- 
ference for Progressive Labor Action tried herd to capture each 
other and only succeeded in iwprisoning each other. The conference 
itself showed how the Stalinites had degenerated. If in 1931 Brow- 
der was hollering "capture the streets, kill the social-fescists". 
By 1933 there wes nothing to capture for the party, except the "So- 
Fascist" Muste and even this could not be done. If in 1929 the TUUL 
could be launched with tens of hundreds of delegstes and @ very rog 
future, by 1933 the question wes insidiously raised of liquideting 
the TUUL entirely before a delegation thet at no time numbered ~ore 
then 350 delegetes present. Hnough is said when we s-y thet Stachd 
was.the chief reporter. 


“There was no one there besides the Communist Party and the CPLA 
Fro~ the point of view of the CPLA it was a united front fro~ above 
fror the point of view of the Party it was the old united front from 
below. ‘™uste and the others of the CPLA had had their confer:nces 
with the leading party committees. They had reached their under- 
standings. ‘Yhen the deleg-tes of the Communist Begue of Strussle 
arrived on the scene the CPLA joined hands with the Party in exclu- 
ding them (for it would breek up the existing agree~rents, it would 
throw a ~onkey wrench into the existing pects which were to be drawn 
up) In their efforts to cevture the Party the CPLA wented no Left 
Opposition issués to be reised. On the other hend from the point 
view of the Communist Party, their leaders had decided no political 
orgenizations would be allowed but only trade union bodies and uner- 
ployed groups. “uste spoke for the teachers union but not es a poli 
tician. It was the "new deal" »ethod of the Stalinites to get a 
united front "fro~ below" to get the ~ess organizetions without get- 
ting theoretic31 ovposition. Ales for the Stelinites, the only "be- 
low" they got was their own paper orgenizations and those of Muste,. 
One must admit that they hed sunk low indeed to get this "below" 

The A.F. of L. locals were conspicuous by their ebsence. 


In fact the Stalinites have definitely given up the hope of 
ever getting AFL lécels to their conferences. The call itself celld 
on the AFL central bodies to ettack the AFL central leaders. The 
hell was plastered with signs attacking the AFL itself. The real 
purnose of the conference was to try to get Muste into the TUUL on, 
s0 to "broaden" the TUUL. Muste, on the other hand, playing the 
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game like the ILP in Great Britain, was quite coquettish, quite will- 
ing to he courted but mede only one condition--the TJUL should be 
liquidated as a bese and a new center set up, in whicn the CPLA could 
really get a "new derl", Sadly the Stachels end the Browders declered 
they could not agree to sich © line, thet if the CP end the CPLA were 
to lie down side by side, the CPLA ~ust lie inside the belly of the CP. 


During the generel discussién Gerry Allerd, long time ~wewber of 
the Communist League of Av~erice who is now with Muste, played a partie- 
ularly comprowising role. He praised the perty fekers, he praised the 
Yuste leaders, he ellowed Stachel to vut his arm eround hi~ on the 
platform and in return beared end glowed #11 ovér in his speeches,to 
the effect thet "Bother Weinstock" wes a greet rilitant, "Brother 
Stechel" could not be ble~med for the debacle of the National Miners 
Union, thet generslly he took off his hat to the TUUL for the great 
step forward they werejuist making. Taking off his hat to iMuste, teking 
off his hat to Stachel, poor Gerry Allerd well meaning but befuddled 
mine worker stood gyreting on the pletform now to the right, now to the 
left, each time maving in narrower end narrower circles. 


ss in the New York City Conference, the Cleveland Netionel Con- 
ference waS celled for the express purpose of fighting the N.R.A. a 
political measure containing the germs of fescism. And yet political 
perties were excluded from the call. OUr comrades(according to the 
unanir~ous report of the Credenti*=ls Committee) were not even ellowed to 
be serted es fraternal delegates. In this wey the Communist Party 
commits suicide. It tells the workers thet it centTlot enter into their 
dey to dey struggles end Ieeves the tre~endously importent tesk of 
fighting fascis™ to a primitive orgrnization like the trede unioni 


But a very significent thing happened in this respect. Before 
the Sundry efternoon session we had pessed out 2 leeflet conteining 
our criticis~ of the conference end nrogrer. This leeflet showed 
clearly the necessity of allowing political groups to be representec. 
at thet very sa~s-session Eerl Brewder wes forced to come out and 
speak for the Cormrunist Party in spite of the fect thrt noliticel 
perties were barred. Like a typicel Stalinite burocret Browder stress- 
ed the importance of criticis™ and impressed the delegetés with the 
fact that the CP alweys welsomes and encoureges criticis~. Yet Co~rede 
Browder cennot ve unewere of the fact thet the ~e~bers of the CLS were 
attacked while distributing leaflets and sore of ther torn up. He al- 
so forgot how one of our corrades hed beeri elected a delegate from 
locel 2-3 of the Workers Committee of Unemployed but the Communist 
Party controlled executive of that locel brazenly denied the election 
and appointed one of their own instead. 


Our anelysis of the Roosevelt regi~e es one heaving Fescist ten= 
dencies was not accepted at the New York Conference end wes berely men- 
tioned by onty one of the speakers there. Bur et this conference the 
word "fascism" was very conspicuous. Mother Bloor, Budenz enc ‘iuste 
spoke of the Fascist attacks of Roosevelt. Not only that but the re- 
solution speaks of the N.R.A. developing into a fascist attack on the 
trade uni@éns and drews an analogy between this and the actions of Hitler 
If this is so then all the more reason why politicel perties sxould be 
represented at such a conference. But neither Muste nor the CP heve 
any clear analysis of these fascist tendencies. Events heve reached the 
stage where they must recognize them, however, just s&s Browder was — 


a 
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forced to conduut end sreak in the nee of the Communist Perty. But 
both are done in such # wey es to harper real ection. Their use of 
the term fascis~ does not Tead to e definite progre~ of ection and 
Browder's sneeking es a Communist wes done in © vurocretic fashion; no 
other politicel grouvs being nresent (with the exception of the CPLA) 
and no representative workers to choose erong ther. 


ze. As Tor a révolutionery progrer of action, there six~ply wasn't any. 
Awter demanded a "struggle for the bill" and the resolutions co~~ittee 
pointed out thet we could achieve the Bill through the initistive end 
referendu~, © signature ca~nrign end netitioning Congress; - thoroghly 
sterile and opportunistic progra~ and one which should ~fke the cless 
conscious worker esk hiw~self: "Is a Perty which beses itself unon this 
sort of thing the revolutionary werty of the nroleteriet?". 


“uch wes said about the unity of erployed-end unerployed, but hov 
@re we going to echieve this? A»ter Wdramatically end to the eccon~ner - 
mentof grert apnleuse;, seid thet the-~ost nowerful Slogen egrins the 
NRA is the unity of e~nloyed end une~ployed for une~ployrent insurer 
True enough, A~ter, but the point is nrecisely this: how wre we zoir 
achieve this~unity? Here agrein the CP shows its khvostis~. The re- 
lution reco~mended the orgenization end support of strikes. In ti 
fifth yerr of the crisis, et e tixe when there is a rising strike w 
throughout the country, the CP follows the process by tonfining itse 
to the orgenizetion end sunport of locrl strikes. We ~ean to orgrni: 
Prid to lerd the process. We “ern to echieve rerlly the unity of the 
e~nloyed end ane~nloyéd. We ~ern to teke @ reel sten forward in the 
revolutionary develop~ent of the A~ericrn proleterict. And we to this 
by reising the~slogen of nrenarettion for @ Generel Strike of LTi~ited 
Duration to comvel sOciel end une~pnloy~ent insurence and to s»esh she 
NRA and the Fascist ~oves of Roosevelt. 


The ~ost interesting ferture of the conference wes the renort of 
verious delegetes of the actual struggles that were teking nlece 
throughout the country. In the steel industry six strikes hed betén 
won by the left Wifig since the NRA hed been enected. It wes clri~ed 
that over 6,000 ~erhers head joined the union. While this wes en ex- 
feggeration and whle the Left Wing hed ectéd disrsstrously in the strike 
last yeer in Warren Ohio yet 3t was « fect strikes hed beer won in 
Weirton, in tHe Hays Body plent in Grend Ravnids etc. In thre Prcking- 
houses @ ~ove~ent forwerd wes teking plece in South St. Prul. In the 
Shoe industry ell over the country there were strikes(of course not. 
all under the control of the Left Wing). It wes renorted turt over 22¢ 
locels of the carpenters union head endorsed the socirl insurrnce bill 
etc. There wes no doubt thet throughout the country there wes teking 
place % grtéat weve of unrest. But eles it wes also crystel clerr tart 
these ~overents weré not represented in the conference end thet Stritr 
stood naked in the ~srket place, @ prostitute without lovers. 


The last dey saw the conference t™ke~un seperete industriel..re- 
norts. In the textile industry the sa~e ~onstrous error rede in =-™ 
York Conferénce was repeeted.. Anne Burlek de~rnded a guerantee fro~ 

the govern~ent of et leest 30 hours of work e seek. We heve prev. 
ly nointed out the onnorturis~ of such e@ slogen and how it rids the: 
boss in his sneed-un syste~. The CP in suvporting this kind of ©. "Vo 
Want Work" slogen is laying the besis for fascist enforced levor. Is 
it necessary sgein to point out that our slogen is for a ~ini~ur wege 
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and for a guerantee egainst workiyg TOO VANY hours? 


In the steel conference there was a split beceuse the Musteites 
refused to recognize the Steel end Metel Workers Industrial Union (the 
longer the name, evidently the fewer the ~e~bers) es THE coordinating 
center. In the Miners Conference they finally agreed to use another 
base, and not the Netional Miners Union. Both of these conferences 
were the longest and most iw~portant of tne convention. 


But here we have a significant develoment in the CP. If a 
"sociel fascist" like ‘Yuste can be teken into the RUUL on whet grounds 
cen the "Trotskyites" be berred? If the Stalinists' purpose (es ex- 
pressed at tNMe conference) is a federation of unemployed organizetions 
and~“if, as A»ter steted, the workers choose the co~~unists to lead the 
utle~ployed councils,-=wiy were we burotretically expelled fro~ the un- 
e~bolyed councils as ~e~bers of the Coe-unist Lergue of Strusgle? If 
this reelly was a united front conference why did the CP prevent us by 
trickery fro~ attending as delegetes? 


In enswering these questions we ~ust see clearly thet the »uro~- 
cracy of the CP hes invotved itself in all sorts of contradictions. Io 
one who knows the CP from its earliest deys~a striking fact et the co:- 
ference was~the 100% turnover in the party ~e~bership while the old 
clicgues re~ain in the leedership. This~is one proof of the fect th:% 
we do not as yet heve a genuine CP in Awerice. The burocratic lerders 
(untested in the stPmggle) crll only "fake" united fronts in which ~ 2y 
ere sure of controlling the situation. They are afraid tO be Exnosed. 
But the fect re~sins thet the A~ericen revolutionary ~ove~ent ~ust 
purge itself of~such leaders. This narrow unrépresentative conference 
showed their co~plete benkruptcy. And we are ~ore then ever convinced 
that the ftrst prerequisite for the building of # reel revolutionery 
perty in America, is an unco~pro~ising struggle egeinst the burocreacy 
within the CP. 


II 
THE CONFERENCE OF THE LEAGUE ¥OR INDEPENDENT POLITICAL ACTION IN CHIC 


"T@~ © grest ad~irer of Roosevelt end epprove of the edrinistra- 
tion since lferch". With these words nrofessor Peul H. Dougies opened 
theConference for the for~ation of © Labor Perty. The scene was the 
University of Chice#o end the eudience thet listened to these historic 
words were © conglomerstion of judges, ~syors, l-wyers, and their aged 
and bejewelled wives, petty politiciens and burocrets of various sort: 
all but workers or dirt farvers. With very little excention no one 
represented @ trade union or other owrkers orgrnization. HEvedybody 
snoke for hi~self. It wes a positive joke. 


te Yet it was before this trash that Gitlow very eloguwntly dene: } 
"ere words" end celled loudly for "ection". It was before the~ t> * 
Vivien Miller, Lovestoneite,could get up end sey: "a new perty is n-’- 
essery’. "The workers obviously do not wetm the Socialist and Com~u- 
nist Perties> Do not put into the platform the abolition of the c”*~ 
talist syste~ because the workers sre ovposed to that. ast have i. 
diate de~rnds if you want the workers to follow you". And it wes » 
this asse~blage that Mandel (falsely cleiring to renresent @ Brook?: 
Edison Workers organization) and Salutsky-Hard-an end Gitlow cringed 
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end kowtowed only to be, in the end, thrown away like weshed out rags. 


The the~e for the conference was set by such keyncte sneekers as 
Judge Wirds of ‘finnesote who srid thet Jesus Christ wes the grertest 
who ever lived end Mayor urhone- of St Peul wno liked the looks of t>- 
audience end thought-the NRA » wonderful step in advance, Generel 
Coxie came to life here with » currency Prnecea for doing away with 
611 our social egzono~ic fnd politics1 pilwernts. The question of powex 
wes glossed over. All they needed wes 51% of the voters. The ~ain 
thing thet troubled the~ was wiirt to do once they got nower. And th: 
was worked out in their nrogre~ which I shell come to leter. V.F.Crl- 
verton was there to talk to~the Mehoneys and Wirds about the necessdty 
of theory in the labor move~ent. In order to hely the revolution still 
further his secretary copied the na~es and eddresses of 711 the dele- 
entes (about 250) so thet they woutd subscribe for the Yfodern Monthly. 
There was elso e very profound discoussion over whether the next so- 
ciety shoiild be called "the coonertitive cor~onwerlth" or the "new so~ 
cipl order" Also one on which thr~ should be used-"redical change" or 
revolutionarych-fige". One fellow suggested the subv~ission of © con- 
stitutionel a~end~ent for governrent ownérship“end control-of indus- 
tries which would solve the whole problr=. I~~ediately so~eore erose 
with a brighter idee. Why not pass an a~end-ent which would ~eke it 
poem Aas oF the whole constitution to be changed like ordinary statute 

aw? 


The conference was crlled to consider the organization of @ new 
p-rty, a Farrer-Lebor varty, but when tne organizers took = look at wht 
they~got they felt they would "have to weit~a bit". The "Left Wing" 
wes ~ede un of such people es Selutsky-Hard~°n,vendel,Gitlow, ercn re- 
presenting nobody, who wented a Farwer-Labor Perty org2nized ond telked 
about a cless base. They were quietly kicked aside in fevor of © »pro- 
gra~ that in reelity suppOrted the NRA, thet could be used by ® srsci«t 
group, end thet was intended to be the vehicle to give every lousy no’ 3. 
ticel feker who wants ajgb, 2 chrnce to take a ride to Washington. Un- 
fortunstely for the ~uddled-heeds and vicious ele~ents who ~ede un ico 
conference hax they heve cove upon the scene too liste. 


At tHe lest session there look place the ~ost signiftcent disc. '- 
ion of the entire conference. After the organizetion corrittee deli r- 
ed its renort the questior arose as to who should be eligible for ~e~- 
bership in the future Farver-Lebor Frrty if and when it should evér be 
forred. It wes then thet tte nroble~ of whrt to do ebout the Corru- 
nists arose and the reel te~ver “of the conference showed itself. In 
the Beginning the discussion liw~ited itself td suggestions and no ~otion 
was ~pde. The renegtde Wendel (Bert Miller) agreed with Professor 
Dougl®s thet the Com~untst Perty should be excluded. Remuglia(for-er 
C.P. ~e~ber) end Bineha» argued that it was unnecessery to exclude the 
members of eny nerttcurlr sect "because our conduct will expose the 
idiocies of the Co-~unist Party". 

Un to this point no one hed defended the Communist position and 
exposed the conference for what it reelly was. Then Co*rade Weisbord 
wes given the floor. He steted the position of the Cow-unist League 
of Struggle in reference to a Lebor Party which is thet we-wiil not 
teke port in theorgertization of one because only a real Cor~ucist Party 
ec7n solve thé problems of the working cless, but should e resl Labor 
Perty be for~ed we will work within it. At this conference we were 
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present merely in the capacity of observers but had to protest agains 
the talk of exclusion of the Communist Party. In a tone which showec. 
his complete contempt for the professors, judges, mayors, lawyers, 
faker politicians ete present Comrade Wcisbord pointed out the absol - 
te futility of such a group which was going to exclude from a Labor 
Party the most militant section of the working class. 


This got under the skin of those present. Here was someone (ant 
the only one) who not only did not apologize for the Communist positi- 
on but turned the attack against them. M.yor Mahoney and Judge Wire 
had to talk about their sincerity, honesty and experience as a prere- 
quisite to their right to exclude the communist party. Professor 
Douglas had to @o the same as he excitedly made the motion that all 
members of the Communist Party and affiliated organizations be barred 
from membershiv! In speaking against this motion Gitlow had to say 
that "it is our duty to exclude the Scmmusist Party from this conven- 
tion". Tiis souhds like the road to renegacy. Salutsky thought the 
Communists as harmful as could be but thought it not wise at present 
to exclude them. Among those who sppke in favor of excluding the 
Communists was that liberal editor-emeritus of that most excellent 
magazine the Nation - Villard. Although the motion was at first Ge- 
feated it was later passed in the form of a resolution due to the 
heroic actions of such as Mandel, Hurdman, Gitlow, Ramuglia and suche 


Tic conference accepted the report of the organization committee 
recommending that local contacts be established and consolidated look- 
ing forward to the calling of a convention within a year for the pur- 
pose of forming a national farmer-labor party. 


Tnaus we can see that this was not a "labor conference". On the 
contrary the talk about "s»eventing revolution" ";iving the NRA a 
chance” sttacking Russia and stressing nationalism and Americanism, 
excluding the Communist Party and the Petit bourgeois intellectual 
political membership - all of these factors show that this conferen:« 
could very well become the basis of a fascist party. 


(Ea. Note: Te sresent article while signed by Cvmrace Bauer is tar 
joint product of Comrades. Veisbord and Bauer who were present at bow.. 
conventions) 


Within the space of about a week two national labor conferences 
were held: One at Cieveland (August 26-27) to Defend the Trade Unions 
and another at Chicago (Scyvt 2-3) for the: formation of a Labor Party. 
Buth were miserable comic fiascos. In both cases there were the an- 
xious little clicgues, vaguely sensing the coming of the class storms 
around them peering out from their respective hiding places to see 
whether the working class was there, hiding their disappointments with 
brave words and double-strength batk-sla».ping. 


WILSON aND ROOSEVELT - by Phil Lewis 


1. Woodrow Wilson: "Liberal" president 
1. F. D. Ruosevelt: "Liberal" >oreséient 


2. W: Granted dictatorial powers because state of war existed 
2. R: Granted dictatorial powers on theory that state of war exists 
against depression 
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oe Ws 
er tts 


Use of demogogic slogan to win support for war, "To mae the 
world safe for democracy" 

Use of demogogic shogan to win support for NeReA., "ic increase 
power and restore prosperity" 


Acministration referred to as the New Freedom. iJrote book with 
the title, "Tne Nsw Freedom," »roving that the economic order 
under ‘ilson has undergone a "revolutionary" change 

Ac inistration referred to as the "Ney Deal" uné"Rcoseveltian 
revolution". .<iote. book called "Looking Forwura", ~roving that 
the econimic order under Ro:sevelt has undergoone a ‘revolution- 
ary" Gnenze. ( It is interesting to. note that "Looking Forward" 
enjoys immense popularity in Fuscist Geruany. It is conspicuovr: - 
ly displayed side by side with Hitler's "Mein Kampf" in German 
bookshons, ani has a circulation second to Hitler'«). 


5. W:a)General Johnson, author of conscription draft act appointed by 


ie) it 


Ge We 


Be HK: 


Welson. b) Bernard Baruch, banker and war profiteer influenti:.. 
friendand.adviser.of.wilson._Director of War InGustries Boars 
a) General Jziuson, dictator of N.ReA. appointed by Ro2sevel’. 
b) Bernard Baruch, influential friend and adviser of Rucseve™.:. 
Unorficial president of U. S. Rexuted author of N.R.A. 


Under smokescreen of class collaboration, (cooperation of lave: 
leader, Ginners bf the A.F.L-, and Socialists, with the bankez 
Bazvueh aad other capitalists) the government facilitated suppor 3 
for masm murder 

Unéer smokescreen of class collaboration, (u2v-eration of Geson 
weg Levis of the A-F.L. “and. the Socialists, Hiiliaan and Divinsxy, 
with Gensral Jchns6n) svernment facilitates support for I.ReA. 
ané@ orezaYes way for Pastvisa 


Comecrigtlonior Lane. \Slocan: "Worx, Si:sht- or go. to jail" 


7. Rea)Resir-entaction of Labor’ NeoReAw: ressulation of wages and hours. 


in the 


avers 


2 


Sbeixes outlawed. Purgose, to smash militant trade unions. 

Statenent of 6nief Inspector O'Brien, henchmen to NeReA., NeYsl. 

Gictator, Wnaléen:= "Any inverference with the NeReAe ----- Ls 

nature of a conspiracy against the U.S." 

b) tilitariz.sion of labor. Concentration of ~00,00C youths, 18 
to 25, forced to work at a dollar a day in War camps 

control of war devartment with semi-military discipline. 


Expenditure on war armaments - largest itme in government budge. 
Military expanditure(in broad sense)largest item in sovernnent 
budget (1933 - $1,598,000,000). (Tue iar Department costs abou" 
a million dollars to operate) 


Var psychology used to stir up support for war. All organs of 
propaganda subsidized by government for war hysteria. Appeal: 
to patriotism in talks, songs, press and movies. Use of 
patriotic posters and symbols. (Poster of Uncle Sam with point- 
ing finger, with caption, "Have you done your bit") American 
flag, fortrait of Wilson 

War psychology used to stir up support for N.R.A. All organ. 
of propaganda placed at disposal of government. Appeals to 
patriotism in songs, press, radio and"talkies}, particularly 
the latter two. Statement of Dean Ackerman of Columbia School 
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of Journalism in recent Vorlé-Telegram, "By concentrating upon 
the radio éné@ motion pictures in his "symphony of action" and 
by discouraging free discussion of cconomic policies, Gencral 
Johnson nas swayed the masses------ ™ to accept the TRA Use 
of patkhotic posters and symbols, Blue Hagle, american flac, 
portrait of hooseveit. (Sar .e poster of Uncle sam with pointing 
finger used during last was, with caption, "Have you done your 
bit", flasheG on screen of Loew's theatres to increase senti- 
ment for li.ReA.) attempts of government through its influence 
in the movies, to reorientave hasses! peace psycholugy for war 
Kotion pictures representing this change, "Gabriel Over the 
Hours" anc "The Fighting Presicent"™. 
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